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FROM  A 

G  entleman  in  the  Count  r  y, 

T  o  A 

Member  of  Parliament  in  Town, 

CONTAINING 

4 

Remarks  upon  a  Book  lately  published, 
inti  tied,  “  The  ConduB  and  Treatment  of 
«  John  Crookfhanks,  Efq;  late  Commander 
“  of  His  Majejly’s  Ship  the  Lark.” 


L  0  N  D  O  N: 

Printed  in  the  A  ear  MDCCLIX- 


REMARKS,  &e. 


s  i 

OUR  Requeft  at  this  Time  requires  a 
more  immediate  Compliance  than 
ufual,  as  you  want  to  obtain  a  proper  Infor¬ 
mation  of  a  Matter  that  feems  to  you  of  a 
very  extraordinary  and  interefting  Nature. 
I  like  your  Curiofity  :  Your  Brother  is  in 
the  Navy,  fo  is  my  Son ;  and  who  knows 
that  it  may  not  be  their  hard  Fate  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  fuch  a  Scene  of  OpprelTion,  as  has 
happened  to  a  Gentleman  well  known  in  the 
Navy,  who  was  looked  upon  as  an  Honour 
to  the  Service,  before  he  was  marked  out  as 
the  Vi&im  of  abufed  Power ! 

This  was  my  principle  Inducement  to 
look  into  the  Book  intitled  “  The  Conduct 
“  and  Treatment  of  Captain  Crookjhanks.  ” 
I  was  told,  by  very  competent  and  experi¬ 
enced  Judges,  it  was  worth  my  Perufal  and 
Attention.  I  have  read  it  with  great  Deli- 

B  beration'; 
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beration  ;  and  therefore  very  frankly  offer 
you  my  Opinion,  which  is  formed  upon  the 
Fails  as  they  arofe  before  me,  with  an  Im¬ 
partiality  that  I  would  always  preferve. 

Prepossessions  are  dangerous  ;  let  u$ 
fearch  for  Truth.  The  Affair  of  Captain 
Crookjhanks  may  be  induftrioufly  and  artfully 
overlooked ;  but  I  affure  you,  whatever  may 
be  the  Opinion  of  fome,  there  are  many  fen- 
fible  and  experienced  Gentlemen  in  Maritime 
Affairs,  whom  I  have  heard  mention  this 
hard  Cafe  with  Compaffion  and  Refentment. 

I  am  told,  a  certain  grave,  fententious  Gen¬ 
tleman  fhould  fay,  that  Capt.  Crookjhanks 
deferved  to  be  hanged  :  That  he  knew  it  was 
the  Opinion  of  a  Noble  Lord  j  and  that  it 
was  impoflible  his  Lordlhip  Ihould  be  mifin- 
formed.  Such  captious,  pofitive,  inflexible 
Men,  Ihould  be  left  alone :  The  humane, 
generous,  and  intelligent  Part  of  the  World 
will  confider  and  judge  for  themfelves.  Your 
Confidence  in  me  is  not  mifplaced  j  for  I  will 
never  oppofe  my  Opinion  to  diredt  yours. 
You  may  believe  what  I  fay,  and  found 
your  Opinion  upon  the  Cale,  from  the 
following  ingenuous  Obfervations,  You  are 

«J 
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in  the  Scence  of  National  Bufinefs,  and  have 
not  Leifure  to  look  at  every  thing;  but  let  me 
recommend  this  to  your  ferious  Confederation. 


It  is  very  apparent,  that  Capt.  Crookjhanks 
by  a  mis-timed  Humanity  to  Capt.  Erskine, 
ca ft  himfelf  into  the  Power  of  his  Enemies, 
who  took  the  Advantage,  and  have  feverely 
fcourged  him  for  omitting  to  put  Captain 
Erskine  under  an  immediate  A r reft,  as  in 
ftricknefs  he  ought,  and  would  have  done, 
if  he  had  fufficiently  regarded  his  own  Safety. 
His  Innocence  feems  to  have  led  him  into  the 
Miftake  :  He  wanted  “  a  fair,  open,  and  im- 
partial  Enquiry  into  the  whole  of  this 
cc  TranfaCtion.  ”  But  Captain  Erskine  and 
Adnftral  Knowles,  took  indefatigable  Pains 
to  preclude  him  from  fuch  Juftice  in  America. 
That  Juftice  has  been  witheld  too  in  England , 
and  in  a  Manner  fcarce  to  be  credited,  if  it 
was  not  authenticated  by  ftich  F aCts,  Names^ 
and  Circumftances  as  would  certainly  be  con¬ 
tradicted,  if  all  he  relates  had  not  the  Support 
of  Truth.  * 

i  -j  '  i, 

Let  us  view  the  Charge  in  its  utmoft  La¬ 
titude.  Capt.  Erskine  accufes  Capt.  Crook - 

(hanks,  his  Commodore,  «  with  not  at- 
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u  tacking  the  Enemy  in  point-blank  Shot  ; 
running  from  the  Enemy,  and  giving  no 
Affiftance  to  the  W arwick .”  It  appears 
that  Capt.  Ersktne  exhibited  his  Complaint 
and  Charge  in  an  unfair  and  clandeftine 
Manner  :  But  is  it  not  furprifing  that  he  did 
not  appear  to  fupport  his  Charge,  and  vin¬ 
dicate  his  own  Conduit,  which  has  been 
frequently  impeached,  but  always  overlook’d. 

Eh  e  Accufation  of  Capt.  Crookjhatiks  ex- 
termed  to  Life,  as  well  as  Character  and  Sta¬ 
tion.  1  ou  may  think  the  Charge  has  been 
proved,  becaufe  Capt.  Crookjhanks  fell  un¬ 
der  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial  :  But 
you  will  find  him  neverthelefs  innocent  of 
the  Charge;  for  that  Sentence  is  incon- 

fiitent  with  the  Refolves  upon  which  it  i$ 
founded. 

_  E-ev£rse  the  Picture,  and  let  us  fee  what 
Capt.  Crook/hanksfays  in  his  Defence.  You  will 
there  find  the  Sentiments  of  a  fkilful  Officer. 

lie  deicribes  the  Chale  and  Engagement 
■»vhh  gieat  Precifion  as  a  Seaman  ;  and  he 
approves  himfelf  fuch  by  his  Conduit.  I 
think,  cue  greatefi  Fault  he  committed,  was 

in 


(  5  ) 

in  chafing  out  of  his  Courfe,  and  laying 
himfelf  open  to  the  thirteenth  Article  of 
War.  •  If  he  had  taken  the  Gloriofo ,  he 
might  have  anfwered  for  it :  I  will  not  trou¬ 
ble  you  with  Sea-Phrafes,  and  indeed  Capt. 
Crookfhanks  has  avoided  all  Perplexity  of  that 
Kind  :  He  fpeaks  intelligibly,  and  feems  to 
feel  what  he  fpeaks.  You  will  find  in  his 
Letter  to  the  Hon,  Henry  Legge ,  Efq;  a  con- 
cife  Defcription  of  the  whole  Engagement, 
and  a  modeft  Exculpation  of  himfelf. 

In  my  Opinion,  Capt.  Crookjhanks  has 
fully  refuted  the  whole  Charge  laid  againft 
him  by  Capt.  Er^kine,  and  how  the  Court- 
Martial  could  ad  with  any  Degree  of  Se¬ 
verity  againft  him,  or  that  they  did  not  ho¬ 
nourably  acquit  him,  is  to  me  aftonifhing. 
Not  only  the  Injuftice,  but  the  Malice  of 
the  Charge,  are  fufficiently  exploded,  which, 
one  would  think,  might  have  ferved  to  di- 
red:  the  Hand  of  Power  whom  to  favour, 
and  whom  to  chaftife. 

Captain  Erskine ,  wanted  to  play  the 
Hero,  or  he  would  not  have  given  fuch  a 
Mifreprefentation  of  his  tacking,  and  attack¬ 
ing,  as  appears  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Com¬ 
plaint 
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plaint  againft  Capt.  Crookfhanks.  The  whole 
Strefs  of  the  Charge  confifts  in  a  malicious 
Infinuation,  that  Capt.  Crookfhanks  was  guilty 
of  Cowardice  ;  fince  Capt.  Erskfne  exprefsly 
afierts,  that  Capt.  Crookfhanks  “  ran  from 
c<  the  Enemy,  and  never  returned  to  his 
“  Affiftance”.  But  an  unanimous  Refolve 
of  the  Court-Martial,  acquits  him  of  any 
Bujpicion  of  that  Kind. 

To  view  the  Evidence  that  was  given  on 
the  Trial,  any  Man  would  think  that  Capt. 
Crookfhanks  had  difproved  every  Part  of  the 
Charge.  If  not,  what  could  prompt  Ad¬ 
miral  Knowles  to  defire  that  Capt.  Crook > 
jhanks  “  would  difpatch  to  finifh  the  Evi- 
“  dence,  and  call  as  few  Witnefles  as  pof- 
"  fible.”  The  Admiral  urged,  that  the 
Fleet  was  under  a  Neceffity  of  failing  in  a 
Day  or  two  :  But  that  was  only  to  mask  his 
Partiality,  which  was  fully  fhewn  ;  for  the 
Fleet  did  not  fail  till  almoft  a  Fortnight  af¬ 
terwards.  This  was  a  poor,  mean,  and 
cruel  Artifice ;  as  it  was  expofing  the  Life 
of  one  Man  to  fave  another.  I  fay  Life, 
for  Capt.  Crookfljanks  had  his  attacked  by 
the  Words  of  the  Charge  :  Therefore,  he 
fhould  not  have  been  defired  to  fhorten  his 

Evidence, 

#  —  * 
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Evidence,  if  the  Court  were  not  of  Opinion 
that  the  Charge  was  invalidated.  No,  in 
that  Cafe,  the  Judges  fhould  be  Council  for 
the  Prifoner,  who  fhould  not  be  deprived 
the  Ufe  of  all  regular  Means  for  his  Defence. 
The  Reputation  of  an  Officer  is  fuch  a  de¬ 
licate  Thing,  that  Life  is  of  little  Impor¬ 
tance  without  it ;  and  it  certainly  was  the 
Duty  of  the  Members  conftituting  that  Court 
Martial,  to  have  encouraged,  and  incited 
Capt.  Crookjbanks ,  to  produce  all  the  Evi¬ 
dence  he  could  in  Vindication  of  his  Life 
and  Honour.  It  appears,  that  Capt.  Crook- 
} banks  could  have  called  a  great  Number  of 
Witneffes,  whofe  Names  he  had  given  to 
the  Judge- Advocate  ;  but  he  complied  with 
the  Admiral’s  unreafonable  Requell,  and 
fhortened  his  Evidence  ;  he  might  have 
fafely  refled  his  Caufe  there:  He  had 
proved  enough  to  remove  the  Charge ; 
he  had  all  the  Re  alb  a  in  the  World  to 
expedt  nothing  lefs  than  an  honourable 
Acquittal.  Yet  he  was  difmijfed ,  and 
cajhiered!  For  what !  Was  it  for  Mis¬ 
conduct  in  not  tacking  ?  He  was  thought 
guilty  of  no  more  by  his  Judges  ;  and  they 
might  have  feen,  that  Charge  was  unfuppor- 

ted  by  any  Evidence.  The  Refolves  and 

Sentence 
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Sentence  implied  only  an  Error  in  Judgment; 
But  the  Punilhment  inflicted  and  continued, 
is  widely  difproportionate  to  the  Offence, 
admitting  it  to  have  been  fully  proved. 

Let  us  obferve  that  Capt.  Crcokjhanks , 
in  anfwer  to  the  Charge  of  Capt.  Erskine , 
fhewed  the  Court,  that  the  Lark  was  within 
Point-Blank  Shot,  and  that  he  ufed  his  beft 
Endeavours  to  fupport  the  Warwick.  This 
is  fully  proved  throughout  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  Evidence  ;  as  alfo  that  Captain 
Crookftjanks  was  refolved  to  renew  the  En¬ 
gagement  and  attack  the  Enemy  feperately, 
which  he  would  have  done,  if  he  had  not 
been  prevented  by  Capt.  Erskine ,  who  made 
a  Signal  of  Diftrefs,  and  Capt.  Crcokjhanks , 
in  Obedience  to  an  exprefs  Article  of  War, 
was  obliged  to  difeontinue  the  Chafe. 

What  is  called  the  Crown-Evidence, 
contains  nothing  relating  to  the  Courage  of 
Capt.  Crookjhanks ,  except  the  Queftion  put 
from  the  Court  to  dr.  Cahoone ,  the  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  Marines,  who  was  asked,  Whether 
he  obierved  any  Backwardness,  or  Signs  of 
beat  in  Capt.  Crookfl.anks  while  running  up 
to  the  Enemy,  and  particularly  while  en¬ 
gaged  ? 
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gaged.  His  Anfwerwas  “  he  did  not  obferve 
«  any,  or  any  thing,  but  what  feemed  to 
«  him  confident  with  the  Behaviour  of  a 
“  prudent  and  good  Officer.” 


I  l 

However,  the  Court-Martial  paffed  a  Sen¬ 
tence  which  can  never  be  juftified.  They 
agreed,  “  that  Capt.  Crookjhanks  by  his  Mifi- 
“  condud  and  imprudent  Behaviour,  fell 
<c  under  Part  of  the  14th  Article  of  War ; 
“  and  therefore  they  thought  fit  to  adjudge 
“  him  to  be  difmilfed,  and  cafhiered  during 
“  his  Majefty’s  Pleafure,” 


The  Refolves  of  the  Court-Martial,  on 
which  this  Sentence  was  grounded,  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Sentence  itfelf.  The  fourth 
Refolve  was,  “  That  Capt.  Crookfl)anh  was 
«  guilty  of  a  Mifcondud,  in  not  tacking 
«  when  he  faw  the  Warwick  firfi:  engaged.” 
This  is  proved  erroneous ;  though  the  Court- 
Martial  founded  their  fevere  Sentence  on  that 
Refolution.  The  whole  Mifmanagement  is 
proved  upon  Capt.  Erskine  :  And  the  Impru¬ 
dence  alledged  in  the  fecond  Refolve  again!! 
Capt.  Crook/hanks ,  is  difproved.  The  firfi; 
and  third  Refolves  are  immaterial ;  but  fuffic:- 
ciently  anfwered.  The  fifth  Refolve  acknow- 

C  ledges, 
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ledges,  ct  that  Part  of  the  Charge  is  not  ful- 
Cs  ly  proved.  To  this  it  is  anfwered,  that 
“  Charge  implies  Cowardice  j  and  no- 
“  thing  die  feems  to  be  meant ;  therefore, 
“  no  Part  of  the  Charge  is  proved  ;  for,  by 
“  tl:ie  hxth  Refolve,  the  Court  did  unani- 
mouily  acquit  Capt.  Crookjhanks ,  of  the 
Sufpicion  of  Cowardice,  DifafFedion,  or 

Want  of  Zeal.”  It  is  very  remarkable,  that 

this  laft  Refolve,  was  pronounced  by  the 
Prefident  of  the  Court-Martial,  who  was  ex¬ 
asperated  to  nnd  it  omitted  by  the  Judge-Ad¬ 
vocate.  I  his  is  acknowledged  by  the  Pre- 
hdent  himfelf :  What  then  mud  you  think 

of  the  Judge- Advocate  ! 

It  was  with  great  Difficulty  that  Captain 
Crook  [hanks  could  obtain  a  Court-Martial, 
after  being  confined  all  the  time  Mr.  Knowles 
thought  proper  to  take  him  from  Louisbourgh 
to  Barbadoes ,  and  from  thence  to  Jamaica . 

I  hat  was  fevere  Treatment  indeed  ;  and  it 
looks  as  if  they  expected  that  the  Heart  of  a 
gallant  Man  muft  have  been  broke,  under 
inch  a  complicated  Scene  of  Oppreffion, which 
would  have  ftopt  all  Enquiry.  The  Gen¬ 
tlemen  who  compofed  the  Court-Martial, 
feemed  to  have  been  impofed  upon  and  mif- 

led; 
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Jed  ;  otherwise,  as  Gentlemen  and  Men  of 
Honour,  they  would  never  have  pronounced 
a  Sentence  which  is  contradicted  by  their  own 
Refolves.  A  Sentence  abfurd,  as  well  as 
cruel :  But  its  Abfurdity  fprung  from  the 
Craft  of  an  artful  Hand  ;  and  its  Cruelty, 
from  Inattention,  want  of  Difcernment,  or 
undue  Influence  over  fbme,  who  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  joined  in  fuch  a  Sentence,  if  they 
could  have  forfeen  the  unhappy  Conferen¬ 
ces  that  have  attended  it. 

Th  ere  are  fuch  Things  as  Worms  of 
Power,  who  deffroy  unfeen,  and  are  al¬ 
ways  at  Dark  Work,  but  they  muff  be  feen 
at  laft.  Could  you,  or  any  Man,  believe 
that  any  Perfon  fliould  have  the  Effrontery 
to  mutilate  the  Sentence,  or  Refolves  of  a 
Court-Martial  ?  It  will  hardly  gain  Credit  5 
yet,  in  this  Inftance  it  appears  true 

It  was  the  6th  of  February  1748?  when 
Capt.  Crookjhanks  firft  applyed  in  ‘ Jamaica , 
to  the  Deputy  Judge-Advocate,  for  an  attefl- 
ed  Copy  of  the  Refolves  and  Sentence  of  the 
Court-Martial,  he  foon  obtained  the  latter, 
but  was  refufed  the  former  by  Order  of  the 
Admiral,  who  had  his  Reafons  no  doubt. 

C  2  '  Capt, 
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Capt.  Crookjhanks  applied  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  after  his  Arrival  in  England ,  and 
they  ordered  their  Secretary  to  furnith  him  with 
a  Copy  of  the  Refolves,  as  they  were  tranf* 
mitted  to  their  Office. 


The  Judge-Advocate  omitted  to  read  the 
fixth  Refolve  :  The  Prefident  challenged 

O 

him  upon  the  Omiffion,  and  pronounced  it 
himfelf.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  Mem¬ 
bers  j  and  one  of  them  faid,  Capt.  Crook - 
fh arks  had  only  miftaken  in  Point  of  Time. 
But  there  was  a  Combination  againft  Capt. 
Crookjhanks  out  of  Court,  by  Perfons  who 
had  it  in  their  Power,  and  not  lefs  in  their 
Inclinations,  to  mutilate  the  Refolves,  and 
to  fend  them  in  what  Light  they  pleafed  to 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  where  a  Prepo- 
feffion  had  been  already  fown  in  Prejudice 
of  Capt.  Crookjhanks  who  was  dill  to  be 
hunted  down  as  a  Sacrifice  to  Envy  and 
Pride. 

The  Copy  of  the  Refolves  which  Capt. 
Crookjhanks  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty,  feem  very  different  from 
thole  made  by  the  Court-Martial.  They 
sire  let  forth  in  Page  123  ;  where  they  ap¬ 
pear 
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pear  as  if  they  were  another  Set  of  Refolves 
from  the  genuine  ones  fet  forth  in  Page  94. 
Is  it  not  apparent,  from  hence,  why  a  Copy 
of  the  Refolves  was  refufed  in  America , 
where  it  ought  to  have  been  granted  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cuftom  ?  Thofe  tranfmitted  to 
the  Admiralty-Board  are  falfe  and  Ipu¬ 
rious..  Was  it  to  impofe  upon  thole  who 
prefided  there  ?  Or,  was  it  to  cloak  the  In- 
juftice  that  had  been  committed  in  America  ? 
The  Refolves  are  a  Part  of  the  Records  of 

the  Court,  and  lhould  have  been  as  invio- 
\  * 

lably  preferved. 

The  genuine  Refolves  were  fix,  and 
comprehend  no  part  of  the  Sentence.  The 
Ipurious  Refolves  are  only  three,  the  laft  of 
which  contains  Part  of  the  Sentence.  Capt. 
Crookfhanks  immediately  complained  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  that  thefe  Re¬ 
folves  were  nothing  like  the  fame  with  thofe 
read  in  Court:  And  he  has  produced  the 
Authority  of  the  Prefident  of  his  Court- 
Martial,  to  prove  that  the  Refolves  fet  forth 
by  himfelf  are  genuine  ;  confequently,  thole 
he  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miraly  are  Ipurious.  The  Prefident,  in  his 
Letter  to  Capt ,  Crookfoanks,  Page  14Q.  tells 

him 
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him  in  thefe  Words,  “  The  fixth  Refolve, 
«•  in  the  Copy  you  Tent  me,  I  do  perfectly 
«  well  remember  (upon  the  Negledt  and 
«  Gmiffion  of  the  Judge-Advocate)  to  have 
'I  .  «  been  pronounced  by  myfelf  in  the  Man- 

c<  ner  following  :  Sir,  the  Court  do,  by  an 
(<  unanimous  Refolve,  acquit  you  of  the 
“  Sufpicion  of  Cowardice,  Difaffedtion,  op 
^  the  Want  of  Zeal’” 

We  are  told,  the  Judge- Advocate  was 
not  content  with  omitting  the  fixth  Refolve  : 
But  he  afterwards  altered  it,  and  blended  it 
with  another  Refolve,  in  which  the  Words 
Ward  of  Zeal  were  omitted.  If  fo,  this  is 
a  fhameful  and  unprecedented  Mark  of  In- 
iuftice  ;  nor  is  any  Man  fafe  in  the  Power 
of  People  who  fir  ft  threaten  to  take  away 
Life  by  every  invidious  Artifice,  and  after¬ 
wards  break  through  the  facred  Forms  of 
Law,  to  perpetrate  their  malicious  Defigns. 

We  live  in  a  free  Country,  where  every 
Member  of  the  Community  ought  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  full  Force  and  Benefit  of  the  Laws. 
This  is  very  evident  from  Magna  Charta, 
and  the  Bill  of  Rights  ;  but  more  confpi- 
'  puous  in  the  Habeas  Corpus  Add,  which  has 
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provided  that  no  Subjed  fhall  be  hurt  hy  the 
Hand  of  Power.  Infallibility  does  not  be¬ 
long  to  human  Beings  ;  the  beft  Man  may 
err,  or  be  deceived  :  Juries  have  repented  of 
their  Verdid  ;  and  Judges  of  their  Sentence: 
But  it  is  the  Duty  of  honed:  Men  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  Error  when  they  find  their  Mi In¬ 
take  :  Worthy  Men  in  Service  are  under 
many  ReAraints,  open  to  common  Decep¬ 
tion,  and  liable  to  undue  Influence.  But 
it  is  to  be  hoped  there  are  few  Men  who 
would  forget  the  Dignity  of  Rank,  the  Glow 
of  Honour,  and  the  Purity  of  Juflice,  by 
giving  themfelves  up  to  a  mean  and  impru¬ 
dent  Confidence  in  one  Perfon,  who  might 
make  falfe  and  artful  Impreffions  on  them 
which  they  might  afterwards  difcern  and  be 
afhamed  to  own.  What  fliall  we  think  of 
Difcipline,  when  a  junior  Officer  is  permit¬ 
ted,  nay  even  encouraged,  to  make  an  Ac- 
cufation  againA  his  fenior  Officer,  who  had 
a  heavy  Charge  againA  him,  not  only  for 
Dilobedience,  but  even  of  as  much  as  a- 
mounted  to  Cowardice  ?  What  can  we  fay 
®f  Court-Martials,  if  we  fee  a  Man  hunted 
out  of  his  Command,  and  the  Records  of 
the  Court  altered  to  make  him  look  criminal, 
when  in  Fad,  he  was  acquitted  ?  Should 

not 
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not  fuch  Proceedings  be  revifed,  and  their 
Authors  punifhed,  by  thofe  inverted  with 
fuperior  Authority  ? 

T here  never  was  a  more  glaring  Inrtance 
of  a  confederate  Kind  of  Partiality  to  deftroy 
the  Reputation  of  a  Man,  than  what  appears 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  Affair.  Capt. 
Erskine  is  not  fo  culpable  as  others  ;  he  had 
indeed  difobeyed  Orders,  took  upon  him  to 
act  independantly  of  his  fuperior  Officer,  frus¬ 
trated  his  Defign  of  attacking  the  Enemy  to 
advantage,  and  imprudently  drew  upon 
himfelf  a  Separate  Engagement.  Captain 
Crookjhanks  treated  him  with  too  much  Ten- 
dernefs  ;  yet  Capt.  Erskine  was  too  confcious 
of  his  own  Mifcondufl:  to  think  it  would  pafs 
without  Enquiry  ;  and  therefore  he  took  the 
Advantage,  firrt,  by  clandestinely  fending 
away  Lieutenant  Hughes ,  when  the  Montagu 
Eilander  parted  Company  for  Louisbourgb , 
with  a  Complaint  to  Commodore  Knowles 
again  ft  Capt.  Crcokfhanks,  and  afterwards 
parting  from  his  commanding  Officer  contrary 
to  Orders. 


Mr.  Hughes  left  the  Squadron  9  Days 
after  the  Engagement,  and  arrived  at  Louis - 

4~<  O  * 
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bourgbi  nine  Days  before  the  Arrival  of 
the  Warwick.  This  Hughes  was  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  recommended  to  Commodore  Knowles, 
and  was  only  a  Paflenger  on  board  the 
Warwick.  When  Capt.  Crook  [hanks  went  on 
board  that  Ship,  immediately  after  the  En¬ 
gagement,  he  found  Mr.  Hughes  on  the 
Quarter-Deck,  and  afked.  him  how  they 
could  be  fo  hafty  in  firing  the  Gun  as  a  Signal 
of  Diftrefs  ?  Mr.  Hughes  replied,  he  knew 
(a )  nothing  of  any  Gun  being  fired  *  That 
Gun  carried  a  24  Pound  Shot,  and  was  fired 
juft  under  Mr.  Hughes ,  who  upon  the  Trial 
of  Capt.  Crookjhanks  depofed  {b)  that  a  Gun 
did  go  off.  You  may  form  your  own  Opini¬ 
on  of  this  Gentleman’s  Veracity  ;  and  may 
imagine  what  Kind  of  Emiflary  he  was,  to 
carry  the  Complaint  of  Capt.  Erskine  to 
Commodore  Knowles,  who  become  inftantly 
prejudiced  againft  Capt.  Crookjhanks,  without 
waiting  to  know  what  he  could  fay  in  his  own 
Vindication.  It  was  a  very  unjuftifiable  Step 
in  Capt.  Erskine,  to  take  the  Liberty  of 
fending  any  Perfon  out  of  his  Ship  without 
the  Knowledge  of  his  commanding  Officer  : 
And  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  thing  for 

D  Com- 
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Commodore  Knowles  to  a  (ft  So  unbecoming 
the  Character  of  a  Commander  in  Chief,  as 
to  i  eceive  the  Complaint  of  a  junior  againft  a 
lenior  Officer,  whole  Arrival  was  dally  ex¬ 
pected,  in  conlequence  of  his  own  Orders. 
The  Commodore,  in  his  extraordinary  Way, 
precipitately  took  the  Matter  into  Consider¬ 
ation,  and  formed  his  Opinion  of  the  whole 
J  rani aCtion  on  the  Single  Authority  of  the 
Account  given  him  by  Mr.  Hughes  ;  which. 
Opinion-  he  haftily  Sent  to  the  Duke  of  . 
Bedford  and  Lord  jin f on.  Hence  might  a- 
rife  a  Prejudice  againft:  Capt.  Crookjhanks  at 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  whole  Members 
might  eafily  be  impofed  upon  at  that  Dif- 

tance,  by  a  Mifreprefentation  of  FaCts  and 
Circumstances. 

c  APT  a  I N  C ROOKSIIANKS  arrived  at  New 
jcundland  the  13  th  of  Auguft j  and  the  15  th 
he  received  a  Letter  from  Commodore 
Knowles ,  informing  him,  that  he  had  a 
Complaint  againft  him  from  Capt.  Erskine  > 
and  that  he  mu  ft  immediately  repair  to  Louis- 
bonrgh,  to  anfwer  the  fame  at  a  Court-Mar- 
.  Capt.  C) 'ookjhanks  airived  at  Louisbourgh 
on  the  4th  of  September ,  and  was  received: 
With  an  affixed  Civility  by  Commodore 

Knowks, 
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Kno'il'lcs,  who  declared  the  high  Regard  he 
had  for  him,  and  faid,  he  was  the  1  aft  Man. 
he  fhould  have  fufpe&ed  to  be  charged  with 
behaving  in  the  Manner  Capt.  Erjkine  had 
exhibited  to  him.  Capt.  Crookjhansk  allured 
the  Commodore,  that  he  could  prove  very 
•unwarrantable  Behaviour  againft  Captain 
Erjkine ,  and  that  he  was  confident  the  ill 
Succefs  would  appear  to  be  owing  to  his  Miff- 
management  alone.  But  flie  Commodore 
had  already  decided  the  whole  Affair,  by 
fending  his  partial  Opinion  to  E?tgland ;  and 
as  he  had  begun,  he  was  determined  to  end 
it  in  that  Manner,  rather  than  appear  to  alter 
his  Opinion,  or  acknowledge  himfelf  in  an 
Error,  and  that  he  had  been  deceived  by 
Hughes  and  Erjkine. 

■  If  the  Commodore  had  afted  with  Impar¬ 
tiality,  and  agreeable  to  his  Station,  he  would 
have  ordered  both  Captains  to  be  tried,  as 
each  had  complained  of  the  other  ;  and  Capt. 
Erjkine ,  as  the  junior  Officer,  fhould  have 
been  tried  fir  ft.  But  Mr.  Knowles  told  Capt. 
Crookfhanks  he  Ihould  be  tried  by  Commodore 
Legge,  who  was  flationed  off  the  Leward 
Elands ;  And  Capt.  Crook  [hanks  then  declared, 
that  Ifis  Defence  would  greatly  confiftin 

D  2  *.  charging 


i 


(  20  ) 

charging  Capt.  Erskine  with  difobedient  and 
unwarrantable  Behaviour.  Capt.  Crookjhanks 
•  was  defirous  of  being  tried  as  foon  as  poffi- 

ble5  but  his  Trial  was  put  off  from  time  to 
tune,  till  they  got  to  Jamaica ,  attended  with 
many  aggravating  Circumftances  :  While  it 
was  thought  proper  to  Ikreen  and  counte¬ 
nance  Capt.  Erskine ,  who  never  was  brought 
to  any  Kind  of  Trial,  nor  was  Captain  Crook- 
Jhanks  permitted*  to  bring  the  Conduit  of  his 
Adverfary  in  Queffion,  though  it  was  necef- 
lary  for  him  to  do  it  in  his  own  Defence. 

Mr.  Knowles  fufpended  Capt.  Crook- 
Jhanks,  and  gave  the  Command  of  his  Ship 
to  Mr.  Hughes  :  While  Mr.  Erskine  was 
appointed  Captain  of  the  Canterbury ,  on 
board  which  Ship,  the  Commodore  hoifted 
his  Lioad  Pendant.  This  was  a  very  ftriking 
lnftance  of  Partiality,  and  ferved  to  increafe 
the  Prejudice  which  the  Commodore  himfeJf 
bad  infuled  among  the  Squadron,  again!! 
Capt.  Crookjhanks ,  ;  for  lie  urent  op  Board 
the  Warwick,  and  thanked  the  Officers  and 
,  Men  for  their  gallant  Behaviour  in  the 

Action ;  and  faid,  the  Lark's  Company 
j  would  have  behaved  as  well,  if  their  Captain 

WI  led  them  to  the  Engagement.  Such 
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Eroceedure  was  ungenerous,  and  beneath  the 
Dignity  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  a 
British  Squadron,  whofe  Opinion,  right  or 
wrong,  muff  Influence  -his  Officers,  and  of 
courfe  become  adopted  throughout  every  Ship 
in  the  Squadron.  Calumnious  Reflexions, 
and  malicious  Infinuations,  were  every  where 
thrown  out  by  Capt.  Erskine  and  Mr.  Hughes 
againrt:  Capt.  Crookshanks ,  to  blafb  his  Cha¬ 
racter  and  load  him  with  Infamy:  Every 
Obftrudtion  was  thrown  in  his  Way  to  ren- 
der  him  unprepared  for  his  Defence ;  and 
his  i  rial  was  fhamefully  procraffinated. 

The  firfl:  Notice  of  Trial  that  Capt.  Crook- 
shanks  received,  was  fent  him  in  a  very  in- 
decept  and  difrelpeXful  Manner,  on  the  yth 
of  January,  but,  on  the  nth,  the  Day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  Trial,  after  the  Signal  was 
made  for  all  Captains,  and  they  were  met. 
Commodore  Knowles  fent  for  Captain  Crook- 
shanks,  and  told  him  before  them,  that  he 
could  not  be  tried  till  he  came  to  ’Jamaica . 
Thofe  Captains  perceived  this  was  a  great 
Shock  to  Capt.  Crookshanks ,  who  had  fuller¬ 
ed  four  Months  Imprifonment,  and  to  whom 
the  leaf!  Delay  of  Trial  mull  be  veiy  morti- 
■fying,  under  his  lever e  Treatment  and  hard 
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Circumftances.  He  was  tried  at  fiamaicau 
where  he  had  not  the  Benefit  of  confronting 
his  Accufer,  and  was  treated  in  a  lljainefui 
Manner  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Major  Laurence,  and  three  other  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  were  Paffengers  on  Board  the  Lark , 
at  the  Time  of  the  Engagement ;  and  Capt. 
Crookjhanh ,  when  they  arrived  at  Louifi- 
burgh ,  requeued  of  Commodore  Knowles, 
Sihat  their  Depofitions  might  be  taken,  and 
admitted  as  viva  voce  Evidence.  The  Judge- 
Advocate  took,  their  Depofitions,  which  were 
not  produced  in  Court,  nor  permitted  to  be 
read  on  the  Trial.  Capt.  Crookjhanks  was 
not  allowed  the  Copies  of  any  Depofitions; 
but  thofe  Gentlemen  favoured  him  with 
the  Purport  of  theirs,  duly  legalized  before 
Governor  Hopfon.. 

*'  ,  v 

The  Judge- Advocate  informed  Capt. 
Crookfijanhs ,  that  if  the  Depolition  of  any 
Witnefs  was  made  before  a  Notary-Public, 
it  would  be  admitted  on  his  Trial  as  Evi¬ 
dence.  However,  he  would  fuffer  no  fuch 
Depofitions  to  be  even  read,  becaufe  they 
might  influence  the  Court  in  Favour  of 
Capt.  Crookjhanh.  His  Difappointment,  in 

this 
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this  Refpedt,  was  aggravated  by  the  Parti¬ 
ality  Ihewn  to  Capt.  Erskine,  whofe  long 
Depoliuon  was  publickly  read  in  Court, 
where  he  did  not  appear  himfelf,  as  he 
ought  to  have  done,  to  have  fupported  his 
Charge.  If  the  Judge- Advocate  would  not 
admit  of  fuch  Evidence,  he  Ihould  not 
have  permitted  that  Depofition  to  be  read 
in  Favour  of  Capt.  Erskine ,  without  grant¬ 
ing  the  fame  Indulgence  to  Capt.  Crook- 
Jhanks,  who  had  applied  to  the  Judge- Ad¬ 
vocate  for  Copies  of  the  Depolitions,  which 
were  forbid  by  the  Commodore,  after  the 
Judge-Advocate,  under  his  own  Hand,  had 
promifed  to  fend  them  to  Capt.  Crcokfhanh 
when  collected. 

The  Judge- Advocate,  inftead  of  grant¬ 
ing  Copies  of  the  Depolitions,  told  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks,  “  He  could  not  find, 
“  he  was  to  be  his  Advocate  j  but  it 
r<  was  the  Duty  of  his  Office  to  deftroy 
“  him  if  he  could.”  And  yet  he  had 
told  him,  “  He  Ihould  always  be  ready  to 
“  render  him  any  Services  confident  with 
“  his  Office.”  Snares  were  laid,  and  Means 
uled,  to  influence  thofe  who  were  to  give  in 
their  Depolitions,  and  Copies  of  thofe  that 

were 
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were  taken  were  fhewn  about.  This  was 
inconfiftent  with  the  Office  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  who  alfo  took  the  Depofitions  of 
feveral  Perfons  in  the  Hearing  of  others  that 
had  not  depofed,  and  thofe  Depofitions  were 
fuffered  to  lie  open  to  public  View.  Pie 
feems  to  have  forgot  the  Nature  of  his  Of¬ 
fice,  and  to  have  funk  beneath  himfelf  in 
his  judicial  Capacity.  It  was  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  in  him  to  difclofe  his  Opinion  to  any 
Perfon  on  the  Contents  of  the  Depofitions, 
and  much  more  to  condefcend  to  hold  a  Fa¬ 
miliarity  with  the  common  Seamen  on  Board 
tile  Lark .  What  think  you  were  his  Views, 
in  thus  abufing  his  Office,  and  degrading 
himfelf?  You  may  imagine,  as  he  was  the 
Servant  of  the  Commodore,  he  was  only 
the  Implement  of  Power.  There  is  an  In- 
confiflency  of  Character  in  this  Man.  He 
acknowledged,  “  That  he  could  not  con- 
“  ceive,  by  what  he  had  found  in  the  De- 
<c  pofitions,  how  Capt.  Erskine  was  to  prove 
“  the  Charge.”  He  was  fenfible  it  could 
not  be  proved,  and  that  Capt.  Erskine  was 
afraid  to  appear  and  vindicate  himfelf.  But 
the  Commodore  had  ralhly  undertaken  to 
reprefent  what  he  now  knew  to  be  a  Mif- 
reprefentation :  He  had  flounced  over  Head 

and 
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and  Ears  into  the  Matter,  had  mifplaced  his 
Confidence,  and  was  afraid  to  expofe  his 
own  Imprudence  and  Partiality  :  Therefore, 
an  undeferved  Oppreflion  muft  be  continued, 
and  fupported  by  irregular  Proceedings  ;  for 
the  Caufe  of  Capt.  Erskine ,  now  became 
the  Caufe  of  Commodore  Knowles ;  the 
former  had  impofed  upon  the  latter,  who 
took  him  under  his  Protection,  and  both 
inuft  bejuftified  together. 

Lieutenant  Cahoone  s  Depofition  was 
rejected.  Mr.  Cr'ijpo ,  the  fecond  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  Lark ,  was  Brow  beat  by  the 
Judge- Advocate.  What  then  muft  have 
been  the  coercive  Power  upon  the  common 
Men  ?  Did  the  Judge  Advocate  reject  great 
Part  of  what  they  had  drawn  up  ?  Did  he 
fay  it  was  Nonfenfe,  or  foreign  to  the  Purpofe? 
It  appears  he  did  ;  as  alfo  that  he  negleCted 
to  take  the  Depofitions  at  Louis  hour g ,  when 
the  FaCts  where  recent,  and  the  leaft  Cir- 
cumftance  might  have  been  recollected.  But 
it  was  determined,  that  Capt.  Crookshanks 
fhould  not  have  the  Benefit  of  a  fpeedy  Trial; 
It  would  ferve  his  Caufe,  and  endanger  Capt. 
Erskine ,  who  had  now  covered  himfelf  with 
the  Commodore’s  own  Cloak.  Ninety-three 
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Days  elapfed  without  taking  one  Depofition. 
"Why  ?  The  Delay  of  the  Trial  was  too  con- 
fpicuous  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  and  it  was  thought 
proper  to  charge  Capt.  Crooksbanks  with  that 
Delay.  A  flxong  Report  wasfpread,  that  he 
had  made  an  Application  to  the  Commodore 
for  poftponing  his  Tryal :  The  Report,  indeed, 
could  gain  no  Credit  j  -and  Capt.  Crooksbanks 
told  Commodore  Knowles  he  mu  ft  be  fen- 
fible  the  real  Fact  was  quite  the  Reverie : 
But  the  Commodore  was  cautious  of  giving 
any  aniwer  to  iilence  uch  a  vde  Afperficn. 

I  never  before  met  with  flich  an  op- 
preflive,  barefaced,  unjuftifiable  fcene  of 
Partiality  :  It  fhould  be  detected,  that  others 
may  be  deterred  from  making  a  bad  Ufe  of 
Power.  It  began  at  Loutsbourg ,  was  car¬ 
ried  to  Barbadoes,  and  continued  at  Ja¬ 


maica.  It  was  the  4th  of  September  1 747, 
when  Capt.  Crooksbanks  arrived  at  Louis- 
bourg  ;  and  it  was  the  i  ft  of  February  1748 
before  he  was  brought  to  his  Trial  at  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  during  which  Time  he  underwent 
the  fevered  Mortifications ;  and  nothing  but 
a  Confcioufnefs  of  his  Innocence  could 
have  fupported  him  under  his  Diftrefs.  Be¬ 
fore  the  Trial,  Capt.  Crookjhinks  was  in- 
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folted  in  his  Cabbin  by  Mr.  Hughes ,  w  ho 
faid,  “  He  had  Orders,  from  the  Com- 
<c  modore,  to  prevent  his  having  any  pri- 
“  vate  Difcourle  with  the  Officers.”  If  the 
Commodore  gave  luch  Orders,  it  (hews  his 
Partiality  :  If  not,  Mr.  Hughes  was  very  im¬ 
pertinent,  and  Capt.  Crookfhanks  is  to  be 
commended  for  treating  him  in  the  Manner 
he  deferved.  When  the  Trial  commenced. 
Admiral  Knowles  intimidated,  every  Perfon 
under  his  Command,  from  affiffing  Capt. 
Crookfhanks  in  writing  for  him  ;  which  was 
too  laborious  a  Task  for  a  Man  to  undergo, 
who  w;as  afraid  of  leaving  himfelf  naked  and 
open  to  the  Judge- Advocate,  after  his  in¬ 
human  Declaration. 

Mr.  Knowles ,  had  taken  an  unprecedent-  • 
ed  Meafure  in  not  bringing  Captain  Erskine 
to  a  Trial  before  Capt.  Crookfhanks  :  And 
the  Judge -Advocate  began  the  Trial  with 
l'uch  an  extra-judicial  Proceeding  as  may 
have  no  Precedent  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature. 
He  would  allow  of  none  but  viva  voce  Evi¬ 
dence  :  Yet  he  differed  two  Letters  to  be 
publickly  read  in  Court  from  two  Clergy¬ 
man,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  Matter  ; 
and  he  alfo  read  himfelf  a  very  long  Depo- 

E  2  fition 


(  23  ) 

iition  made  by  Capt.  Erskiuc,  which  he 
introduced  with  a  ftrange  Apology,  and  faid 
he  did  not  doubt  that  Depolition  would  be 
regarded,  and  have  its  due  Weight.  The 
Court  faid,  it  could  have  no-  Weight ! 

As  Captain  Ersktne  s  Depolition  was  read, 
Capt.  Crookjhanks ,  expedted  he  might  have 
been  indulged  to  read  his  Defence:  He 
asked  Leave,  but  was  refufed,  becaufe  it  was 
thought  irregular,  There  would  have  been 
no  greater  Breach  of  Regularity  in  reading 
ins  Defence,  than  in  reading  the  Depolition  , 
of  his  Adverfary,  which  was  a  Corrobora¬ 
tion  of  the  Charge  and  though  the  Court 

laid  it  had  no  Weight,  it  certainly  had  much 
Influence.  '  '  11 

.  ■*» 

A  p  ,  a  i  n  Crookjhanks  informed  the 
Court,  that  ne  had  drawn  up  a  Complaint 
againft  Capt.  Enktne  :  But  he  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  ask  any  Queftions  relating  to  the 
Conduct  of  his  Adverfary;  becaufe  the 
Judge-Advocate  faid,  “  that  fuch  ( a )  Quef. 
tions  tended  only  to  fijh  out  Matter, 
whereon  moie  fully  to  found  and  flrengthen 
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,C  a  Complaint  again  ft  Capt.  Erskine  ;  and 
that  as  he  'would  be  tried ,  they  might  then 
“  properly  fall  in  Courfe.”  Capt.  Crook- 
Jhanks  made  a  very  pertinent  Reply,  and 
fhewed  the  Neceffity  he  was  under  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  the  Conduit  of  Capt.  Erskine  in 
J unification  of  himfelf ;  becaufe  the  Ope¬ 
rations  of  the  two  Ships  were  fo  interwoven, 
and  dependant  on  each  other,  that  the  An- 
fwers  to  Queftions  regarding  the  one,  would 
illuflrate  the  Management  of  the  other.  But 
the  Judge-Advocate  prevailed,  and  impofed 
on  the  Court,  by  affuring  them  that  Capt. 
Erskine  would  be  tried  ;  which  was  never 
done,  though  repeated  Applications  have 
been  made  for  that  Purpofe,  and  to  this 
Minute  he  is  anfwerable  for  his  Conduit,  as 
well  as  he  who  fkreened  him  from  Juflice. 

This  Partiality  was  carried  on  in  Ame¬ 
rica^  and  Capt.  Crockfoanks  afterwards  found 
it  had  created  a  great  Prejudice  againfl  him 
in  England.  That  Prejudice  has  been  in- 
furmountable :  It  was  fown  in  a  hard  Soil, 
where  it  took  too  deep  a  Root  to  be  remov’d  ; 
^vhich  is  explained  in  Page  t  ?  i  and  136. 
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The  Sentence  has  been  already  (hewn;  and 
was  never  intended  by  the  Members  of  the 
Court-Martial,  other  than  as  a  temporary  Pu- 
nifhment  for  an  Error  in  Judgment,  not  to  be 
continued  as  a  perpetual  Aft  of  Severity.  If 
Capt.  Crookfhanks  had  been  allowed  to  enquire 
into  the  Conduft  of  Capt.  Erskine,  he  might 
have  exculpated  himfelf,  and  have  been  ho¬ 
nourably  acquitted  :  But  no  Queftion  was 
admitted  to  be  afked,  and  anfwered,  at  his 
Trial,  that  had  the  leaft  Tendency  to  involve 
Capt.  Erskine .  This  (a)  appears  to  have 
been  done  upon  a  Pretence,  malicioufly  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  pleaded  by  the  Judge- Advocate, 
to  mifguide  and  deceive  the  Members  of  the 
Court,  whom  he  told,  their  prefent  Bufinefs 
was  confined  to  try  Capt.  Crookjhanks  only, 
and  they  were  to  expeft  another  Opportunity 
to  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  Capt.  Erskine  : 
Therefore,  they  muff  fufpend  all  fuch  Quef- 
tions  and  Enquiry,  till  Capt.  Erskine  had  an 
Opportunity  to  make  his  Defence,  before  that, 
or  fome  other  Court-Martial,  which  would 
loon  be  appointed  for  his  Trial. - 

A  Man  of  Ilonour  would  feek  a  Trial ; 
which  Capt.  Erskine  has  rejected.  This  is 

very 

(a)  Page  136. 
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very  ftrange,  when  we  confider  that  a  regular 
Complaint  was  laid  again  ft  him,  by  Capt. 
Crookfhanks  to  Admiral  Knowles,  on  the  third 
of  February  1748.  That  Complaint  confid¬ 
ed  of  five  Articles,  charging  him  with  Difo- 
bedience,  in  not  obeying  the  Signal  to  chace  r 
With  not  preceding  to  attack  the  Enemy  ; 
but  tacking,  and  engaging  in  a  confufed  dif- 
ordeily  Manner  j  quitting  the  Enemy  with 
inconfidcrable  Lois,  when  the  Lark  was 
coming  to  his  Support  ;  and  feparating  from 
his  commanding  Officer  without  waiting  for 
the  appointed  Signal.  Capt.  Crookfhanks ,  on 
the  21ft  of  July  1  747,  wrote  to  Commodore 
Knowles  for  a  public  Enquiry,  and  was  very 
tender  in  making  the  firft  Complaint,  that  he 
might  avoid  all  Suljricion  of  foreclofing  any 
Evidence  that  Capt.  Erfkine  could  give.  But 
Capt.  Crookjhanks ,  by  this  ill-timed  Lenity, 
unhappily  forecloled  himlelf  from  the  Advan¬ 
tages  he  muff  have  obtained,  if  Capt.  Frskine 
had  been  tried. 

Captain  Crookjhanks ,  upon  the  third  Day 
of  his  Trial,  informed  the  Court,  that  he  had 
a  Complaint  againft  Capt.  Er  shine,  and  by 
their  Advice,  fent  it  to  Admiral  Knowles, 
who  few  into  a  Paffion,  and  faid,  “  what 
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"  does  he  mean  by  plaguing  me  with  his 
“  Complaints  ?  He  may  write  to  the  Lords 
“  of  the  Admiralty:  I  will  have  nothing  to 
“  do  with  it.”  Capt.  Crookjhanks ,  foon  after, 
again  offered  his  Articles  of  Complaint  againfl 
Captain  Erskine  to  Admiral  Knowles ,  and 
defired  that  a  Court-Martial  might  be  order¬ 
ed.  The  Admiral  told  him,  he  would  con¬ 
sider  of  it.  At  another  Time,  he  faid,  he 
was  very  bufy.  But  Capt.  Crookjhanks  per- 
fevered  in  his  Application  to  have  Captain 
Erskine  tried..  The  Admiral  trifled  about 
it  for  fome  Days  ;  and  then,  told  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  he  was  advifed,  it  was  not  in  his 
Power  to  bring  Capt.  Erskine  to  atrial  :  But 
that  he  would  fummons  the  Captains,  and 
afk  their  Opinions.  He  faid  they  were  of  the 
fame  Opinion  with  himfelf ;  though  it  appear¬ 
ed,  he  never  afked  their  Sentiments,  or  Ipoke 
a  Syllable  about  it  to  any  of  them  ;  if  he  had, 
they  would  have  told  him  that  Capt.  Erskine 
ought  to  be  tried.  The  Admiral,  himfelf, 
acknowledged,  that  Capt.  Erksine  fhould 
defire  to  be  tried,  and  exprefled  a  Concern 
that  he  had  not  ordered  him  to  be  tried  before. 
At  laft,  he  told  Capt.  Crookjhanks.,  he  could 
not  think  he  had  Authority  to  try  Captain 
Erksine ,  without  particular  Orders  from  the 
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Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  whom  he  would 
tranfmit  the  Letters,  and  delire  their  Inllruc- 
tions.  This  was  only  Amufement ;  for  the 
Admiral  feon  after  told  fome  Gentlemen,  that 
Capt.  Crookjhanks  was  applying  at  Home  to 
have  Capt.  Erskine  tried  5  “  but  that  he  had 
“  taken  Care  to  put  a  Spoke  in  the  Wheel.” 
In  this  Manner,  Capt.  Erskine  was  Ikreened 
from  a  Trial  in  America ,  upon  a  Charge  for 
which  he  was  accountable  to  his  King  and 
Country.  If  the  Admiral  thought  him  guilty, 
he  fhould  have  brought  him  to  a  Trial :  And 
if  Capt.  Erskine  thought  himfelf  innocent,  he 
fhould  have  infilled  upon  a  publick  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  have  got  his  Acquital. 

It  may  be  eafily  feen  why  this  Matter  was 

Hilled  in  America :  But  it  is  difficult  to  dif- 
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cover  why  it  was  all'o  fupprefled  in  England, 
after  Capt.  CrookJljanks  arrived  there,  and 
applied  to  the  Admiralty  Board  for  a  Review 
of  his  own  Trial,  and  that  Capt.  Erskine 
might  be  tried,  which  would  enable  Capt. 
Crookfloanks  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the 
Charge  laid  againll  him.  Capt.  Crook  {hanks 
had  the  Mortification  to  find  the  Application 
attributed  to  a  recriminating  Temper  ;  and 
to  be  told,  that  he  “  ought  to  have  applied 
C£  abroad,  in  proper  time,  to  his  Commander 
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m  Chief,  if  he  intended  to  have  brought 
"  Capt.  Erskine  to  a  Trial.”  He  replied,  he 
had  negleded  nothing  on  his  Part  for  that 
Purpofe  :  But  all  his  Applications  to  vindicate 
his  own  Conduc'd,  and  expofe  the  Mifconduct 
of  his  Adverfary,  were  totally  difregarded. 

Admiral  Knowles  could  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  bring  Capt.  Erskine  to  a  Trial  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  he  took  Care  to  prevent  it  in  Eng¬ 
land,  where  a  fupcrior,  difcretionary  Power 
is  lodged  in  the  Admiralty  for  the  R.edrefs  of 
any  extraordinary  Grievance.  From  the 
whole  State  of  the  Cafe,  there  are  the  ftrongeft 
Marks  of  an  unjuft  Partiality ;  and  illegal 
Abufe  of  Power  ;  with  a  long  Series  of  Op- 
preflion,  fupported  by  mean  Ai'tifices  and 
iniquitous  Practices.  Capt.  Crook/hanks  has 
petitioned  his  Majefty  to  be  reftored  to  his 
Rank;  and  his  Petition  was  referred  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  report  their 
Opinions  thereon  :  But  no  Report  has  been 
made,  and  he  ftill.  labours  under  the  Severity 
o!  a  Sentence,  which  would  never  have  been 
palled  againft  him,  if  he  had  been  indulged 
with  a  fair  Opportunity  of  making  a  juft  and 
proper  Defence. 

This  is  an  impartial  State  of  the  Cafe,  as  it 
appears  to  me  ;  and  lorry  I  am  to  lay,  that 
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the  Scourge  of  Oppreffion  lay  in  improper 
Hands.  Capt.  Dent,  the  Prefident  of  the 
Court-Martial,  invited  and  carried  Captain 
Crookjhanks  on  board  his  Ship  the  Plymouth, 
from  Jamaica  to  England-,  to  be  fure  he 
thought  him  innocent  of  tire  Charge,  and  was 
concerned  to  fee  him  under  fuch  a  Sentence : 
For  it  is  well  known,  that  Capt.  Dent  would 
^laat^^i  fhewed  no  Countenance,  to  a  Man 
whom  he  fufnecicd  of  Cowardice. 

I  would  not  have  you  milled  with  a 
Notion,  that  the  Cafe  of  Capt.  Crookjhanks  is 
too  late  in  the  Day  for  Redrefs  ;  or  that  he 
fhould  have  made  it  known  long  before  :  If 
he  has  been  injured  fome  Years  ago,  he 
ought  now  to  be  redreffed  when  his  Griev¬ 
ance  is  proved.  That  is  now  clearly  done, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  diffinguilh  ;  and  I  am 
the  more  inclined  to  think  fo,  becaufe  what 
he  has  advanced  as  Fails,  are  not  contradiiled 
or  oppofed,  which  would  have  been  the  Cafe, 
if  the  Face  of  Truth  had  not  awed  the  Hand 
of  Oppreffion. 

The  Navy  is  the  Bulwark  of  our  Nation, 
and  it  is  very  imprudent  to  check  the  Spirit 
of  its  Officers  by  any  defpotic  Proceedings. 
Men  of  known  Honour  have  erred  in  Judg¬ 
ment,  and  have  been  puniffied  for  the  fake  of 
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Difcipline  ;  but  not  as  Criminals.  Some 
have  been  hunted  down  upon  little  Mifcar- 
riagres ;  and  others  have  been  elavated  when 
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they  ought  to  have  funk.  In  fadt,  Power 
can  do  great  Things,  and  Merit  muft  fubfide 
if  it  happens1  to  thwart. 

For  my  Part,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to 
Capt.  Crookjhanks ,  for  opening  a  Scene  of 
Iniquity  to  the  W orld  ;  and  I  ffiall  hold  it 
for  Truth,  while  I  fee  it  uncontradidted.  Can 
his  Cafe  be  a  Secret  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Navy?  No:  It  muff  be  minutely  known  to 
Swarms  of  Officers  of  every  Clafs.  Can  they 
i  ead  ?  Do  they  refledt  ?  Who  can  doubt  it  ? 
It  is  very  eafy  then  to  guefs  how  they  feel ; 
perhaps  in  forrowful  Silence  ! 

I  shall  fay  no  more  ;  but  defire  you 
to  read  the  Book,  and  let  me  have  your 
Sentiments.  I  think  you  will  be  of  my 
Opinion  ;  if  not,  I  will  endeavour  to  be  of 
yours.  I  have  feen  Oppreffion  in  the  Book  : 
Let  me  have  no  Flattery  in  your  Letter. 


FINIS. 


